Introduction
Greenland is the world's largest island with a surface area of just under 2 2 million kM2, about 80% of which is covered by the ice cap. The distance from north to south is about 2700 km-that is, as far as from southern Norway to Tunisia. The distance from east to west is 1050 km, or as far as from Copenhagen to Paris. The Greenlanders have a language of their own; many young Greenlanders also speak Danish.
The population is almost 50 000, of whom nearly 10 000 are from Denmark. Before the second world war the inhabitants were distributed equally between the towns and settlements, but during recent years the population has concentrated in the towns, so that about 75% now live there.
In previous years, the population lived on hunting -especially seal hunting-and the standard of living was determined mainly by the efforts of the individual hunter. On the amendment of the In 1977 the increase in the incidence of syphilis suddenly stopped and a decline occurred (Fig 2) . Several factors have presumably contributed to this decline. One important factor was the epidemic of chancroid, which alarmed the population. The painful genital ulcers caused many patients to seek medical advice early, which led to a more prompt diagnosis of syphilis. Another important factor is that during recent years epidemiological treatment has consistently been given to all contacts of syphilis, thus causing a decrease in the pool of infectious syphilis from which the infection is contracted.
Within the last two years the rapid plasma reagin test has been widely used in Greenland, thus making it possible to establish the diagnosis at an earlier stage and to shorten the infectious period. Previously, the diagnosis depended on the result of the Wassermann reaction-which is performed at Statens Serum Institute in Copenhagen-and, when weather was bad, two to three weeks could pass before treatment could be started, which obviously prolonged the infectious period. New (Fig 3) . In the summer months a few cases occurred in the Disko area. No cases occurred in northern or eastern Greenland, presumably because of the longer travelling time. In the first nine months of 1977, a total of 605 cases were reported-379 in men and 226 in women (a male-to-female ratio of 1 7: 1). This ratio is much lower than that usually reported' and suggests equal partner change in men and women. The sex and age distribution per 1000 population is shown in Table I This year, politicians in Greenland have tried to curb the abuse of alcohol by introducing rationing. Among many other causes of the spread of venereal diseases is the concentration of the population, with many young people at a sexually active age, in the towns. This urbanisation has given rise to large youth groups, in which the individual members know less of the others than before, which makes the tracing of contacts difficult. The population over 13 years distributed by age group and by sex is given in Table  I1 
